SELECTED LECTURE TOPICS -- CURT B. WITCHERPRIVATE 

Using Military Records for Genealogical Research

This particular lecture is an in-depth look at military records, from the earliest times of our country’s history to the present day.  Discussed are the five major types of military records; where one can find such documents; a look at typical data found in sample records; and a detailing of what one might call other “minor” military records.  It is good either as a beginning or intermediate lecture as the basics are covered along with strategies for getting the most from the information given in military records.

Researching Your Revolutionary War Ancestor

Beginning with a quick review of the basics of military research and the various general categories of records one may hope to find, this lecture focuses on the Revolutionary War and the host of records available to the researcher of that time period.  Many sample documents are evaluated for the purposes of developing strategies to get the maximum amount of genealogical data out of the records.
Researching Your Civil War Ancestor

Same as above only for the Civil War era.  No other war in this country’s history involved as many people per capita as the War Between the States.  Besides reviewing sound research methodology as it applies to military records and military research, this talk provides numerous examples of the plentiful records available for this most important historic time period.

Passenger and Immigration Research

This lecture challenges the student of genealogy to view an ancestor’s travel to this continent as a three step process -- leaving, arriving, and settling down -- with each of these steps containing the possibility of record generation.  Sample documents are viewed and suggestions provided on how to access immigration related data.
Using Census Records for Family History

Census records are some of the best and most readily accessible records for family historians.  While federal population schedules are a rather commonly known resource for genealogists, there are state and local enumerations that are wonderful complements to the federal schedules.  Examples of these types of records are used in this presentation.  This talk may be crafted as a beginning/introductory talk about census records or as a more advanced lecture in how to use all available federal, state and local schedules, not just the population schedules, and how to use census records to locate other sources of data.
Using Church Records in Your Genealogical Research

An “up-close” look at various types of church records, how to find such documents in the areas where one’s ancestors lived, and strategies for accessing as many church records and church-created documents as possible.  Some time is devoted to recognizing record keeping practices and archives, and determining the addresses of archives for various denominations.
Effective Use of the Allen County Public Library Genealogy Center

Providing a detailed description of the holdings of the Historical Genealogy Department of the Allen County Public Library, this lecture folds research methodology into an exploration of the resources of the nation’s second largest genealogical research facility.  Consideration is given not only to materials available for research on-site but also to how researchers can access data about the collection remotely.
Doing Effective Genealogical Research in Libraries

So often genealogists miss the tremendous research treasures in libraries and archives because they are not effective researchers.  This talk focuses on (1) understanding the four major types of libraries and their missions/roles [academic, private, public, and special], (2) organizing one’s data in a manner in which it can be both effectively and efficiently presented to a librarian, archivist, or record custodian for review and consultation, (3) developing techniques for “scouting” a research facility before actually arriving, and (4) functioning well in a wide variety of research facilities.
Mining the Mother Lode:  Using Periodical Literature for Genealogical Research

Extremely significant quantities of family and local history data are published in the newsletters, journals, quarterlies, and magazines of the world’s historical and genealogical societies.  Yet, so many genealogists leave periodical literature untouched when conducting their research and investigating secondary sources of data.  This lecture identifies the major types of periodical literature, what indices are available and how they can be most effectively used, and where one can find specific publications. Special attention is given to the Periodical Source Index as the largest and most comprehensive subject index in the genealogical field.

Native American/First Nations Research

This lecture provides an overview for the person just getting started doing Native American genealogical research.  Emphasis is placed on the researcher paying close attention to historical details, the major differences between Euro-American and Native American societies, and conducting his/her research within the proper historical and geographic contexts.  Major records groups are defined with an extensive bibliography provided.  Some consequential first steps in engaging in any type of Native American research are enumerated and discussed.
Historical Research Methodology:  Engaging the Process to Find all the Answers

Many genealogists miss opportunities to find consequential documents for advancing their research because they do not follow a standard research methodology, namely the “historical research methodology.”  Special care is given in this lecture to emphasize the importance of some rather fundamental basics which, when used together, make for a powerful data-gathering methodology:  (1) working from present to past, from known to unknown; (2) documenting everything that is recorded, always looking for particular facts or pieces of data to reveal or uncover yet more information; (3) using the yardstick of “researching as broad as one researches deep,” i.e. using geographic contexts to open doors to migration and settlement groups, ethnic churches, cemeteries, and limited edition publications; and (4) placing one’s genealogical research in the proper historical context to maximize one’s record-gathering potential.
An Ancestor's Death -- A Time for Reaping.

While certainly not in evidence from the title, this is a fairly “light” lecture that focuses on challenging the true genealogical researcher to use the death event in an ancestor’s life as the gathering point for many useful and genealogically significant documents.  Typically, no other time in our ancestors’ lives is the record creation potential as high as it is at their deaths.  This talk, complemented with many record examples, spotlights numerous “happenings” surrounding an individual’s death that can generate records.
Using Government Documents for Genealogical Research

The United States Federal Government is the largest publisher in the world, yet many genealogists do not think of using government documents, or at least government document indices, on a regular basis in their research.  On the surface, there may be good reasons for this as government documents can be quite challenging to access.  This talk serves to un-puzzle federal government documents, provide the researcher with a sufficient working knowledge of government document access tools and indices, and demonstrate how incorporating government documents into one’s research patterns will pay healthy dividends.
Fingerprinting Our Families:  Using Ancestral Origins as a Genealogical Research Key

This lecture explores how the concept of “America, the Great Melting Pot” may really be a flawed concept, and that identifying the particular ethnic group of one’s ancestor or potential ancestor can pay some significant research dividends.  Topics covered in this lecture include how to build a historical context for one’s ancestor, studying population clusters, paying attention to patterns of all sorts (naming, migration, settlement, etc.), understanding the “push and pull” of migration (i.e. the reasons behind families or individuals migrating), and locating repositories for various ethnic groups.
Hunting in the Hoosier State:  Genealogical Research in Indiana

This lecture is a good overview of the sources of data for the researcher whose ancestral tracings take him/her through the Hoosier state as well as some discussion of the research repositories and unique finding aids available for one with Indiana ancestors.  Attention is given to a brief overview of the history of the state, a description of the holdings of the major repositories in Indiana and how their holdings can be accessed, and how records found in Indiana can be utilized in genealogical research.
Who's Who Among Your Ancestors:  Using Biographical Sources for Genealogical Research

There is a wealth of personal, identifying data in biographical sources that genealogists can and should be using to advance their family history research.  This lecture defines the major types of biographical sources, provides the researcher with examples of each, and then identifies where each of these various types of biographical sources can be found.  While biographical sources are secondary information, consideration is given to using these sources to locate other veins of records.
Who Went Where . . . And Did What?!  Using Directories in Genealogical Research 

Directories can provide the researcher with so much consequential data in attempting to (a) develop a context in which to conduct meaningful family history research and (b) find all the records available for a specific area during a particular time period.  Too often genealogists think of directories only in terms of city directories, and then only as a source for placing a person in an urban area for a particular year.  There are so many more directories than simply geographic ones.  There are institutional, professional, and occupational directories as well as “directories of directories” just to name a few.  This lecture identifies many different types of directories, discusses the various types of information one can hope to find in directories, and provides the researcher with ideas for locating directories.
More Than Surname Surfing: Best Practices for Using the Internet for Genealogists

This presentation takes an active look at what types of information are currently available for genealogists on the Internet and how to go about methodically accessing that data.  It is aimed at the beginning to intermediate surfer and is intended to get one beyond just searching large surname databases.  The talk focuses on (1) what resources are available electronically, (2) how to access these resources, (3) a bit on how Internet search engines work and what genealogists can expect from them, and (4) identifying some good sites to use as jumping-off points in maximizing the Internet for genealogical use.  Similar presentation would be “Pain in the Access” listed below.
The Road Not Taken:  Mega Internet Sites for Genealogists off the Beaten Path

As the number of genealogy Internet sites continues to grow at an exponential rate, this lecture looks at some large online bibliographic databases genealogists should be using to further their research and some important sites for doing more than “surname surfing.”  In additional, this talk also incorporates and demonstrates some successful search strategies.

“Pain in the Access:” Getting More from the Internet for Your Genealogy.

Description:  Library, archive, government, and GenWeb sites have much to offer genealogists if they know how and where to look--and it’s not as complicated or painful and it might first seem.  This presentation will demonstrate sites and strategies for getting more meaningful data from the web, and assists genealogists in using the Internet for more than just hunting for names.

German Migration into the Midwest

This presentation provides a basic strategy for uncovering information about why Germans migrated to the Midwest and the various routes they took to their destinations.  Migration and settlement patterns are explored through published sources.  Careful research into local history data and sources is emphasized as well as the use of unusual sources.

“All That Other STUFF!:  Other Census Records Beyond the Population Schedules”

This presentation focuses the many other census schedules that researchers often overlook when using federal census records.  Agricultural, manufacturing, mortality, slave, social and statistical censuses are among the types of census schedules explored in this talk.  Using all these schedules in combination with the population schedules can provide a significant amount of additional information about ones’ ancestor and his/her community. 

“Doing the History Eliminates the Mystery!”  

Description:  This presentation will be an explanation and demonstration of how researching all the details of each ancestral family as well as the history surrounding the area can pay significant research dividends.  Histories of geographic areas, ethnic and religious groups, migration patterns, and occupations can provide the genealogist with important data as well as pointers to other information.

Finding the World with WorldCat 
WorldCat.org is the largest bibliographic database on the Web, and it’s free!  More than one billion records from more than ten thousand libraries are available for researchers to access online.  World Cat can become one’s research companion in identifying materials about families, occupations, ancestral origin, geographic area, and occupations.  Increasing numbers of links to digital data are available to researchers who use WorldCat.  This talk explores the how one can successfully use all the features of WorldCat to advance one’s research endeavors.

More Toys and a Bigger Sandbox: Future Trends for Digital Libraries [Topic meant to be presented to librarians and information professionals in the genealogical field.]

The number local, state, and national digitizing initiatives being executed by both public and private entities is nothing short of amazing—making it the best of times for genealogists. This presentation will focus on some of the larger and more consequential digitizing collaborations that are creating huge data silos on the web that are freely accessible. Demonstrating functionality and displaying benefits related to successful searching will be at the heart of this presentation.  Two of the marquee sites discussed will be the Family History Archives Project of FamilySearch and the WeRelate.org collaboration of the Allen County Public Library and the Foundation for Online Genealogy.  The websites of state archives, state historical societies, and state libraries will be highlighted for their meteoric rise in data and searchability.  

Something for Everyone: Genealogical Reference Services in the 21st Century [Topic meant to be presented to librarians and information professionals in the genealogical field.]

With the explosion of significant data on the web, there is absolutely no reason genealogists and family historians cannot get top-shelf customer service in any library, regardless of the size of the book budget, the extent of the collections, or the existence of a genealogy/local history section.  Hear some strategies for serving this dynamic patron population—genealogists—with just a computer, a good customer service attitude, and great reference interviewing skills.  

The Great American Tapestry -- Voices of Our Ancestors

A 25 to 35 minute general information presentation that looks at the lives of our ancestors through a collection of their own words.  It is typically a luncheon, keynote, or after dinner talk as it is meant more for reflection than for instruction.


-- Other topics may be developed upon request. --
